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A downward counterfactual is a thought about the past where things turned for the worse. 
This concept originates from psychology, in the way people think about the past.  But it is insightful 
for exploring extreme scenarios for natural hazards, especially relating to climate change.  This talk 
will explain downward counterfactuals, and provide illustrations from recent historical events.  The 
use of downward counterfactuals for risk assessment will be discussed. 
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